
One Pursuit, Pt. 12

JOHN 6:1–15

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea 
of Tiberias. 2 And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs 
that he was doing on the sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat 
down with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 
Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, 
Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 
6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip 
answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of 
them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to 
him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are 
they for so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was 
much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 11 
Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to 
those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 And when 
they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, 
that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets 
with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who had eaten. 14 When 
the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet 
who is to come into the world!” 15 Perceiving then that they were about to come 
and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by 
himself.

Why this Sign???

This sign points to the power of God…revealed in Christ…extended to and 
through us…

CS Lewis…”Miracles are a re-telling in small letters of the very same story which 
is written across the whole world in letters too large for some of us to see.”

This Sign points to 3 things…
- The Signs point to the power & sufficiency of God over all creation…(over 

15k people would have seen this)…
o In the OT God gives bread to his people…
o Jesus gives notice here that he is Lord of the Feast…
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- This sign in particular relays that Jesus is the pinnacle of God’s power 
here on earth. He is the bread of life…

o Christ as the Power of God…the Bread of Life. 
 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said 

to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” Jesus answered 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not 
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the 
loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the 
food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will 
give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” 
Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the 
works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of 
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”
(John 6:25-29 ESV)

 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to 
me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never 
thirst.
(John 6:35 ESV)

 I am the bread of life.
(John 6:48 ESV)

- We then Become Conduits of this Power…

o First…Our power begins a clear view of him…

o Second…we must our own powerlessness…
 He presses into Philip to help him understand the 

powerlessness to manage his own life
 This is hard for us…because we have tried to master our own 

domain…

 The power of man has grown in every sphere, except over 
himself. - Winston Churchill 

 So, rest assured, that if you have the Bread of Life about you, 
and you are willing to serve God, you need not be afraid that 
obscurity will ever prevent your doing it...If all you have is 
very little—just that pennyworth of loaves and fishes—use 
that properly, and you will do your Master service; and in due 
time, when God wants you, he knows where to find you…You 
need not go and push yourself to the front; the Lord will 
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bring you to the front when he wants you; and I hope that you 
do not want to get there if he does not want you. Depend 
upon it, should you push forward when you are not required, 
he will put you back again. Oh, for grace to work on 
unobserved, to have your one talent, your five loaves and two 
fishes, and only to be noticed when the hour suggests the 
need, and the need makes a loud call for you. - CH Spurgeon

o Third…We must act/surrender in faith for the power to grow…
 He took the bread…The boy had to give up his bread…

• Oh, Christian people, do you mean what you say when 
you declare that you have given yourselves to Christ? 
If you have made a full transfer, therein will lie great 
power for usefulness. - Spurgeon

 This is maybe the most salient point of the sermon…We 
cannot actually live out God’s power if we actually obey the 
things of God we know. 

 My power is made perfect in weakness…
• Faith consists in believing when it is beyond the power 

of reason to believe. - Voltaire 

14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the 
Prophet who is to come into the world!” 15 Perceiving then that they were 
about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to 
the mountain by himself.

- Why did Jesus withdraw? Because the enthusiasm these people have is 
not for who he really is. This is so important for our day and for your life. 
People can have a great enthusiasm for Jesus, but the Jesus they’re 
excited about is not the real biblical Jesus. It may be a morally exemplary 
Jesus, or a socialist Jesus, or a capitalist Jesus, or an anti-Semitic Jesus, 
or a white-racist Jesus, or a revolutionary-liberationist Jesus, or a 
counter-cultural cool Jesus. But not the whole Jesus who, in the end, 
gives his life a ransom for sinners (MARK 10:45). And if your enthusiasm 
for Jesus is for a Jesus that doesn’t exist, your enthusiasm is no honor to 
the real Jesus, and he will leave you and go into the mountain. - John 
Piper
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At the end of his life, Pilate asked him in JOHN 18:33, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” and Jesus answered in verse 36, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my 
kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might 
not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.”
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