Park Community Church
Small Group Study – 1 John 2:18-27

"You need to consciously hold to the truth--to contend for the faith--and the Holy Spirit will make sure you do. It is your responsibility to contend for the faith with all your being, and it is the Spirit's responsibility to keep holding on to you. I wouldn't need to preach a sermon or write a book if all you had to do was let the Holy Spirit keep you from error. We must be involved. That dichotomy occurs in every aspect of the Christian life. The three English words abide, remain, and continue are all translated from the same Greek word: men[ma]o, which refers to continued dwelling. John is saying if you continue in what you have heard, then what you have heard will continue in you. Our part is to continue abiding in God's Word; the Spirit's part is to keep us." 

--John MacArthur 
This passage of 1 John helps us learn how to embrace God and live in truth; deeply saturated with the word of God. In a dark world filled with false teaching and lies, our biggest weapon against the enemy is to let the word of Christ dwell deeply in our hearts. God's word and Christ's anointing is what we need to walk in the truth.  As you study and discuss this passage in your small group, make sure not to get drawn into end times and variation son “who is the antichrist”-type discussions.  John is not talking about that.  But let us dive in and find out more of what he is talking about.
Read 1 John 2:18-27 

18Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 20 But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 21 I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life. I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 27 But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him. 
Opening Questions
1. What applications did you take away from the teaching on this text?  How did it impact how you will live?

2. What cautions do you have about false teachers that may be in the church?

3. How would you describe to a new believer what it means to “abide in Christ”?

4. How do you answer a person who says, “they are very sincere in their faith and belief and I can’t argue with that…”.

Observations from the text
So far in our study, John has warned the church about three 3 conflicts:

1. Light and darkness (1:1 – 2:6)

2. Love and hatred (2:7-17)

3. Truth and error (2:18 – 28)

5. What does “…in the last hour…” refer to?

6. What’s the antichrist that John is speaking of?

7. What are the two main things the antichrist is trying to do to believers?

8. What is true of those who remain in Jesus?

9. John uses the term “anointing”.  Read 2 Corinthians 1:21 – what does this anointing refer to and what does it mean?

10. Read John 15:1-8.  Can a believer not remain in Jesus?  Why or why not.

Application from the text:

11. Read Colossians 3:16 and Ephesians 5:18-19 and John 15: 1-8.  What does it mean to abide in Christ?  Practically speaking, what does that look like in your life.

12. If our foundation for for abiding is the word of God, what does your daily time in the word look like?  How can you improve your reading and application of The Word?

13. What is your responsibility to discern those that are “from us; but not of us” (v 19)?  What’s the right response when error is in the church?

14. How do you respond to good friend who is convinced that “other spiritual practices and beliefs are ok, as long as the person is sincere”?

15. In his classic book, The Master Plan of Evangelism, Robert Coleman states, “All the disciples were asked to do was to let the Spirit have complete charge of their lives.”.  What percentage of your life does the Spirit have control?  How do you yield 100% control to the Spirit?  What keeps you from doing this?

