Park Community Church

1 John 2: 28 – 3:10

We begin to recognize lies when we know the truth--Beth Moore
In 1 John 2 we take a closer look at the destructive effects of sin and the power we have through our heritage as children of God to overcome it. 
"Sin is a major disruption of God's order," say verses 4 through 6,"surely you know that Christ showed up in order to get rid of sin.  No one who lives deeply in Christ makes a practice of sin. None of those who do practice sin have taken a good look at Christ" 
This tells us a sobering truth: 

How we see Christ determines how we see sin. 

To go one step further, what we practice determines who we are. 

The Message version of this passage explains this notion by saying, "Here's how you tell the difference between God's children and the Devil's children: The one who won't practice righteous ways isn't from God, nor is the one who won't love brother or sister. A simple test." 
Would you pass this test? 
God's righteousness enables us to stop practicing and parading sin. Our job is to live out this righteousness and embrace the truth through our relationship with Christ. 
Read 1 John 2:28-3:10 

28And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. 

 29If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him. 

 1How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

 4Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 

 7Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. 9No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.

Opening Questions:

1. What have you learned and applied in the 1 John study?  

2. Based on our study of 1 John, what are the marks of a child of God?

3. What habits, mannerisms, or patterns were passed from your parents to you?  Are there any you wish to change and why?

Observations from the text
4. What are the key points John is getting across in verse 28 & 29?

5. What are some of the words John uses in 3:1-3 to express his feelings as a child of God?

6. What words or phrases do verse 4-10 use to describe sin?

7. What does verse 10 use to describe a Child of God?

8. Underline where know or known are used. How many times does John use these words?  What is he making sure a person knows?

Application from the text

9. Part of the Gnostic religion stated that what people did in the “flesh” did not matter because the flesh was inherently evil.  However, John is making it clear we are to cease habitual sin.  
a.  What are phrases used today that reflect the Gnostic thinking?  (“Boys will be boys”, etc.)

b.  How has God empowered his people to cease from habitual sin?  
c.  What scripture supports what you are saying?

10. Look up synonyms for lawlessness. According to verse 4, sin is lawlessness and everyone who practices sin practices lawlessness. Substitute a few of your synonyms here and re-read the verse. What are some of your insights? 
11. Children imitate their parents.  What areas in your life imitate your heavenly father?

12. Who are the ones that can lead you astray (v.7)?  What hedges of protection do you have (or need) in place to keep from going astray?

13. Rewrite verse 1, replacing “we/us” with your name.  Write it below.  What are the implications in your life of being a Child of God?  How does that impact your day to day actions?

14. Review question 11.  What are one or two areas in your life that need to imitate your Heavenly Father?  How can your small group hold you accountable to let the Gospel impact and change you?

As a small group, close in prayer.  First, thank God and praise Him with the promises as a Child of God (from question 7).  And, pray for those areas of sin/lawlessness in your life and how the Gospel can bring change (question 14).
